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AI summary 
This Homework Policy for NLCS Kobe outlines the school's approach to homework, emphasizing its 
role in reinforcing classroom learning, developing independence, and strengthening the partnership 
between school and home. It details core expectations across subjects like English Literacy, 
Mathematics, and Japanese Language, with a strong focus on daily reading. The policy also specifies 
increasing homework durations for different grade levels, communication methods for parents, and the 
types of feedback students can expect. Furthermore, it addresses the role of AI in homework, 
encouraging its use as a supportive tool but strictly prohibiting it as a substitute for a student's own 
effort, promoting academic honesty. Parents are advised on how to support their children in managing 
AI's influence on home learning through open conversations, monitoring, and reinforcing the value of 
authentic effort and perseverance. 
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Introduction 
At NLCS Kobe, we recognise that learning does not end when the school day finishes. Homework 
provides students with opportunities to practise, extend, and deepen the knowledge and skills 
they acquire in lessons. It also nurtures independence, self-regulation, and confidence. This policy 
sets out the principles underpinning the setting, completion, and feedback of homework, explains 
what families can expect, and outlines how parents can support their child’s academic growth at 
home. 
 
Homework at NLCS Kobe is carefully designed to consolidate and extend classroom learning, 
develop responsibility and organisational skills, inspire curiosity and intellectual independence, 
and strengthen the vital partnership between school and home by making children’s learning 
visible to families. 
 
Core Homework Expectations 
Students at all stages are expected to engage regularly with tasks that reflect the school’s 
curricular priorities. These include English Literacy, where younger students focus on phonics 
through the Read Write Inc programme and older students complete increasingly complex reading 
and comprehension activities. Mathematics fluency is reinforced through number fact recall and 
fluency-building tasks, supported by Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) platform. Japanese 
Language work is also an essential part of daily home learning, giving students opportunities to 
consolidate vocabulary, strengthen reading and practise written expression (kanji character 
learning). Alongside these subject-specific tasks, all students are expected to dedicate time each 
evening to reading, which remains central to academic and personal development. 
 
Timing and Regularity 
The amount of time allocated for homework increases progressively as students advance through 
the school. In Grades 1 and 2, children complete approximately thirty minutes of homework per 
evening, including their daily reading. By Grades 3 and 4, this increases to around forty-five 
minutes, and by Grade 6, students are expected to devote up to seventy minutes each evening to 
home learning. Homework is carefully designed so that it can be completed within these times, 
and students should not be encouraged to extend their work beyond the recommended duration. 
 
Communication and Organisation 
Homework is explained clearly to students in lessons, allowing them to understand both its 
purpose and the expectations for completion. Parents are kept informed through the use of 
take-home folders, which contain the relevant resources, instructions, and phonics/ reading 
books. In addition, all Grade 6 students are issued with a homework planner. The planner 
provides a structured means for students to record their daily assignments and functions as a 
bridge between home and school. Parents are asked to sign the planner each week as an 
acknowledgement that tasks have been completed and as a way of keeping themselves fully 
aware of the learning in which their child is engaged. 
 
Feedback on Homework 
Homework is only meaningful when it is acknowledged and valued as part of the learning process. 
Teachers therefore review homework regularly and provide feedback that is appropriate to the 
task. Written assignments are frequently marked with formative comments aligned to IB subject 
rubrics, oral feedback is used to discuss preparatory or reflective tasks, and collaborative work 
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may be supported by peer review. In each case, feedback is intended to recognise success, 
celebrate progress, and provide clear and constructive next steps for improvement.  
 
Parental Support 
Parents play a vital role in ensuring that homework is a positive and productive experience. 
Families are encouraged to establish a calm and purposeful environment, to promote consistent 
routines, and to show interest in their child’s learning through discussion. Encouragement and 
affirmation are more valuable than direct intervention in the completion of tasks, since students 
benefit most when they take responsibility for their own learning. For students in Grade 6, parents 
are additionally expected to sign the homework planner each week, thereby providing 
accountability and ensuring that they remain well-informed about the homework undertaken. Open 
communication between school and home is encouraged if tasks appear persistently too 
challenging, insufficiently demanding, or unduly stressful. 
 
The Central Role of Reading 
Reading is considered a cornerstone of learning at NLCS Kobe and is therefore an essential 
expectation across all grades. In Grades 1-5 students develop their English literacy skills through 
a variety of related phonics, spelling, vocabulary development and reading activities each 
evening. In Grade 6, students are required to read for at least thirty minutes each evening, in 
addition to any other homework. This reading may involve prescribed texts, free choice of 
literature, or shared reading experiences with parents. Children who read in Japanese and 
languages other than English are also encouraged to read and are assured that this will enrich 
them as exposure to a broad range of texts in any language supports comprehension, empathy, 
vocabulary development, and imaginative engagement. 
 
Homework Content 
The academic priorities of the school are currently to promote English language proficiency and 
in the opening phase of the school, homework content has a strong focus on language 
development with many students practising phonics as part of their home learning. This is 
supported by the RWI parent support materials and builds on excellent learning in school. The 
content and duration of homework set is flexible to meet the right level of challenge appropriate to 
each student regardless of grade, (more dependent on phonics ability group). The table below 
gives an indication of the typical structure of homework set. Please note these timing are advisory 
and flexible). 
 

 English Literacy Maths Japanese Language (including kanji) Total time 
G1 10 5 10 25 
G2 10 5 10 25 
G3 15 5 15 35 
G4 20 5 20 45 
G5 20 10 20 50 
G6 30 10 30 1hr 10min 

 
Homework Setting and Organisation 
In Grades 1-5 homework is set every Wednesday and students bring home with them a zip folder 
containing instructions and tasks to complete. Work is set to be completed over the course of the 
week and the completed work is then returned to the class teacher, in the homework zip folder by 
the student on Tuesdays. Students are required to show responsibility and independence, 
ensuring that they bring their homework home, and return it to school as required. 
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In Grades 6, homework is set daily and students take the necessary materials home in a zip folder 
containing instructions, tasks to complete and books/papers as necessary. Work is to be 
completed by the appropriate deadline and returned to the class teacher. Longer pieces of 
homework may be set across multiple days, while shorter pieces of homework may be due the 
next day. Students are expected to list their homework in a Homework Diary, clearly recording 
the task that has been set and when it is due, to encourage independence and responsibility. 
 
Homework Checking 
The classroom teacher is responsible for monitoring the quality of home learning. The school asks 
that parents are supportive and ensure homework is completed; there is regular communication of 
expectation set and supportive suggestions to inform and guide parents to help their child(ren). In 
the event that homework is not being completed, the classroom teacher will speak to the child and 
communicate with the parent to identify why this expectation has not been met. If repeated, this is 
logged and identified as an Academic concern in iSAMs Wellbeing Manager. Where sanction is 
needed/ appropriate, the class teacher may require the child to finish incomplete homework at 
breaktime.  
 
The Role of AI and Academic Honesty in Homework completion 
At NLCS Kobe we are aware that many families and students now have access to artificial 
intelligence tools. Used wisely, these can be a helpful way to practise skills, explore ideas, or 
receive quick feedback. For example, an app might help a child test their spelling, practise times 
tables (eg with TTRS), or ask questions about a reading text. When used in this way, AI can 
complement the work set by the teacher. 
 
However, it is very important that homework continues to reflect the child’s own effort and 
understanding. If students copy directly from AI tools, they miss the chance to learn, practise, and 
make progress for themselves. Homework at NLCS Kobe is designed to help students build 
independence and confidence, and this can only happen if they engage authentically with the 
tasks. 
 
Parents are encouraged to talk to their children about responsible use of technology. The school’s 
expectation is that AI may be used as a support but never as a substitute. Any work handed in 
must be the student’s own. This forms part of our wider commitment to academic honesty, which 
is a core value of the school and central to the International Baccalaureate ethos. 
 
Parental support against AI use 
The following steps are advised to parents to support them and when managing the influence of 
AI on their child´s home learning. 
 
1. Encourage Authentic Effort 
Parents can remind children that homework is not about producing perfect answers but about 
practising skills, testing ideas, and learning through mistakes. Emphasising that effort and process 
are more valuable than immediate results helps children resist the temptation to copy from AI 
tools. 
 
2. Create an Open Conversation About AI 
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Rather than treating AI as “forbidden,” parents should speak openly about it. Children can be 
asked what they know about AI, how they think it might help them, and what risks it poses. When 
children feel safe discussing technology, they are more likely to use it responsibly rather than 
secretly. 
 
3. Monitor but Do Not Police 
Parents can supervise homework by being present, showing interest, and asking children to 
explain their thinking. Asking questions such as “How did you solve that?” or “Why did you choose 
this answer?” makes it harder for children to rely uncritically on AI-generated work, since they 
must demonstrate their understanding. 
 
4. Set Clear Expectations 
Parents should make it explicit that homework must represent their child’s own work. For example, 
a family agreement might state: “You may use technology to practise or research, but the work 
you hand in must always be your own ideas.” Consistent messaging at home and school 
strengthens this value. 
 
5. Recognise Acceptable Uses 
It is also helpful for parents to understand that some AI uses can be positive. Checking spelling, 
generating practice questions, or using vocabulary apps can be beneficial, as long as the answers 
submitted to teachers are the child’s own. Parents should distinguish between supportive tools 
and substitute tools so children learn to do the same. 
 
6. Reinforce the Value of Struggle 
Parents can remind children that learning often feels challenging and that this is normal. If 
homework feels difficult, the solution should be to ask the teacher for help, not to bypass the 
challenge with AI. Praising perseverance, even when answers are not perfect, builds resilience. 
 
7. Partner with the School 
If parents are concerned that their child may be over-reliant on AI, they should feel comfortable 
raising this with the class teacher. Teachers can then adapt tasks, provide additional scaffolding, 
or reinforce expectations. Homework planners in Grade 6, signed weekly by parents, also help to 
open this dialogue. 
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